






thc bcst tuncst tunei that rcally lcnt thernsetvee to her style ol slnging. She reatly
dldnrt hevc e great volce, but what che dld wlth lt. . . .rt

chet, enother vocallst who doesntt shout, began slnglng long before he took uD
thc trurlret. "Tfhcn I was tl o? tat t[y Dother used to drag nre around to the

ar[.tcur contettc thet thcy had ln Los Angeles on Sunday alternoons. I neyer won
but r w.s cccond once. Even at that tfune, r was clnglng the current ballads. t

rang ln. church cholr at thc sane tlnc-194r annd 1942.

"lly phraclng as a slngerrtt contlnuec Baher, ..has been Iniluenced a lot by rly
pteylng. Il I hadntt bccn a trunpct player, I dontt know ll t would have arrlvcd

.t ilnglng th.t w.!f evcntualty. I Drobably wouldntt have.

"The thlngc ltn really concclous of when I slng are intonation, good dictlon with.
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T H E  S O N G S

Ttauelln' Llght-Billielirst lntroduced this with Paul Whlteman'e band tn 194t. Jimmy ltundy,
who is responsible lor all thc errangernents her€, had a harid in writlng the song. Jinrrny, orlglnally a
tenor saxophonlst, extracts sorre rnellow sounds from the saxophone section throughout the albun.

Eary Llulng-fron a l9t? colleboration between Billie and Teddy wllson, a combination th.t pro.
duccd someof tlte most menorable sesslons ol the'tos. Thls ls tlte only track wltere Chet sings and plays.

That Ola ''cd',l Calleil Loue- Blllie recorded it tn 1944. Here, Chel ts atdcd and .betted blr pianist
Hank Jones with intro and short solo. Chct says ol Jones: "Hete alwaye been one of rny favorites. I'vc
never had a chanc€ to work wlth hfun belorc because hets so busy. lt was a nice experlence. Ilets a
beautitul soloist and a great acconrpenist. He has the knack ot belng there and yct not getting in the way."

Tout'le nN Thrlll and Ctazg She Catt: llc were first done Dy Billie at the rarne f949 record date.
Here. the lorncr recclvec a bouncc treatnrent with a short Jones solo. On all three nurrbeas that lead
to thc end of the llrst side, Baker plays with conslderable tastc attd leellng. r.l once owncl these per-
ticuler r€corde DyBlllie," he €xplalni.

Side two opens with }l/hm Yotr Loue llas Gona,a number Blllie ltrst dld in 1955 wlth backlng
lsotn trunp€ter Harry ..Sweets" Edison. Chet doca sorne nice vocal Improvlsing ln the second chorui.

Itlean To lfe -another bow to the team ol llolidav and Wllson. circa 19t?. Chet is in an lnslnu.
atlng, nrediunr gloove, rcniniscent of an earller pertod ol one of his llrct lnlluenc€J, lliles ltavis.

Th€c€ Fool&h m&rgr-although shc rccordcd lt ln the '5os, Billie first did this irnpofr lrom England
wtth Teddy wllson tn 1936. llundy gives it e Bla.h Velu€t lntro and Clret soliloquizes above the saro.
Dhones.

':hcrelsUoGteate',l.J,uc4t,f's is }]fladayrvintagerg4T.Chet'svocal twlnes around fluted columns.
Itorrtt Expr''''r-a song wrltten by Dillle wlth Arthur Herzog, Jr., recorded tn r94t. One of her nost

droving pleces, its message w6s an extremely p€rsonal one when she sang lt. Baker rnourntully t.slngitt

It on tlrc tluegelhorn as an Engllsh horn echo€s him hauntingly.
Billie Hcliday dled on July 17, 1959. Shc ls rcrnernbcred in rnany ways. An unpreten6ou., never-

rnaudlln, tnuslcal trlDute ie one ol the wayr. That ts Baker"s Holaday.

-Ira Gitler




